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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
IS ALREADY HERE!

WHAT IS Ai?

From your smartphone or your Netflix 
recommendations to the items in your shopping cart- 
anything that 'personalises' and 'learns' about you is 

already using Ai.

You can think of Ai as a really good calculator. 
It's not 'intelligent' in the way you or i are - it's 

just very good at crunching a lot of numbers very 
quickly. It can only make sense of any other part 

of the world if we help it translate the world into 
numbers, and then translate the numbers into 

actions.

The biggest drivers of large-scale Ai research are 
the people you expect - Google, Apple, Facebook, 

Amazon, and Microsoft. However, Ai research is also 
taking place in universities and a huge number of 
smaller companies. This work often focuses on 

building Ai tools for a small number of tasks, like 
identifying cancers, helping air traffic control or 

directing self-driving cars.

WHO IS BUILDING Ai?

WHY could WE WANT IT?

In the future AI could give every student in the 
world a personal tutor, significantly reducing the 

gap in education equality. It could also help us 
diagnose diseases earlier and develop new drugs 

to treat them, reduce traffic, provide early 
warnings of natural disasters, and a range of 

other uses.

WHY might WE FEAR IT?
Ai can lead to harms - either because we set it up in 
the wrong way, gave it the wrong task or didn't 
consider what data the Ai is using. It could also 
deliberately be used for wrong - for example by 

developing weapons that can select targets 
without human intervention. Or tools meant for 
finding new drugs could be used to develop new 

biological weapons instead.
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